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Prince  in  the  Qing  Dynaaty” 
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HUMANITIES  WEST 

Presents 

AGNER 


in  His  C c n\ 

t u r y 

Presented  in  cooperation  with  the  San  Francisco  Opera,  the  Goethe^Institut  of  San  Francisco 

and  the  L^onsmatc  L,cncml  oj  the  rcdcral  LiepHuLic  of  Ltcrmany 

Wagner  in  His 
Century 

Moderated  by  Peter  Pierson 
Herbst  Theatre 


FRIDAY,  MAY  4,  8-11  PM 

DOORS  OPEN  AT  7:30  PM 

Art  and  Revolution  in  the 
Work  of  Richard  Wagner 

Lecture  by  Gordon  Craig 

In  1851  Richard  Wagner  wrote  "T  long  for  the 
revolution  with  passion,  and  only  the  hope  of 
experiencing  and  participating  in  it  gives  me  the 
real  courage  to  face  life.”  European  historian 
Gordon  Craig  will  talk  about  the  mixture  of 
politics  and  art  in  the  work  of  Richard  Wagner 
from  his  days  on  the  barricades  in  Dresden  in  1849 
until  his  dominance  of  the  European  music  scene. 

Concert 

The  San  Francisco  Opera  Center 

Wagner  borrowed  from  and  was  influenced  b}'  a 
wide  array  of  composers  and  musical  styles. 
Singers  from  the  San  Francisco  Opera  Center 
explore  this  heritage  in  a program  of  music  bv 
Beethoven,  Gluck,  Spontini,  Liszt,  Weber,  and 
Wagner  himself.  Performers  include  Micah  Grabcr, 
Maria  Fortuna,  Catherine  Keen,  Patricia  Racettc, 
Marv  Mills,  Craig  Estep,  and  Hong  Shen  Li. 
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Bavarian  pastries  an^|Champa^ne,  highlight  this 
post-concert  reception lieki  iirthc  ba<roqiM^'!>plen?  , 
dor  of  the  War  Memorial  Grm||^b%i.  'V 

the  Consulate  General  of  Repy:blic  ' 

Germany.  , -a?? 
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DOORS  OPEN  9;30  AM 


The  Music  Wagnei^%oved 

Lecture  by  Michael  Steihbera" 

The  roots  of  Wagner’s  style  liighlight  this  ufbane 
and  illuminating  talk  by  musicologist  Michael 
Steinberg,  Artistic  Adviser  to  the  San^Francisco 
Symphony.  In  this  musically-illustrated  lecture, 
Mr.  Steinberg  reviews  both  Wagner’s  inventions 
ancLhis  inheritance  from. such  composers  as 
Beemover^  Weber,  and  Bach.  ^ ^ 
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IN  Music  Drama  Musical? 

^ Lecture  by  Anthony  Newcomb 


Aik,  Thesh 


f ' ^and|^  of^  Wagnerian  opera  fires  the 
oh.  ThE  ^ts  are  mesmeri^g,  the  spec- 


tacle  overwhelming.  But  it  is  ti|e  music  that 
remains  the  essential  element  of  his  work.  UC 
Berkeley’s  Anthony  Newcomb  discusses  how 
drama  and  music  interact  and  reinforce  each 
other  to  create  a Wagnerian  symbiosis. 
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College’s  Hans  Vagct  c5o»riiiiabcS"tli<^  cxpcral 
themselves  as  works  of  literature,  sTtiMting  The^  > 
in  the  comext  of  European  Urerary  ..hls€9q^”^r6f. 
Vaget  explores  the  influence  vark)ifS^|btrary 
movements,  upon  Wagn^:^nd  thc^^^w'aVs  ih.-^  hichl 
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lTrst'^ive^''at  Bavreuth  in 
s < 1876,  the  vast  tCtr^)g^^  has  l^h  staged  in  ever\’ 

: Conceivable  thEeatrical  modov  v\^ag)ier  authorin’ 
Barrv  Millington’s  >i^istratesi  lecture  . traces  the 
y -historv  of  that  stagiitgj«^tom  the  piCtoriaj^natural- 
ism  of  the  nineteenth  d^ntury  to  tlfe  plucalit^’  of 
: styles  4 .^ 

CONCEK^'^*  ^ ^ 

The  S/r;i  Frnndsco  Opera  Center  ,_  " 
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Wagner’s  passionate  ''Wesendonck  Licder”  high- 
light this  performance  by  Catherine  Keen,  Marv 
Mills,  Hong  Shen  Li,  Patricia  Racette,  and  other 
artists  of  the  San  Francisco  Opera  Center.  Besides 
songs  and  opera  exerpts^'W  Wagy^'H?the  program 
will  include  works  bv  Berlioz,  Korngold,  ai^i 
Richard  Strauss,  illuminating  Wagner’s hnCscap- 
able  intluence  on  his  contt^mporaries  and  the  fol- 
lowing generation  of  composers. 
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COMPLETE  PROGRAM 

May  4-5, 1990 


$75  $68  $40 


) 

$30  $27  $15 

FRIDAY  EVENING 

May  4,  I 
8-11  p.m. 

SATURDAY 

May  5, 1990 
10  a. m. -5  p.m. 

Handling  Charge 

TOTAL  ENCLOSED 


$50  $45  $25 


$1.00 


NAMK 


STREET 


CITY,  STATE,  ZIP 


TELEPHONE  (DAY/EVENING) 


A special  discount  is  available  for 
groups  of  five  or  more.  For  infor- 
mation about  group  sales,  contact 
Linda  Graham  at  ( 415 ) 346 -7805. 

Please  make  checks  payable  to  Per- 
forming Arts  Ticket  Service,  and 
send  with  a self-addressed  stamped 
business  envelope  to  Performing 
Arts  Ticket  Service,  llu2  Market 
Street,  Suite  216,  San  Francisco, 
CA  94102.  Or,  Charge  by  Phone 
at  (415)  552-3656  beginning 
March  23, 1990.  All  ticket  orders 
will  be  processed  beginning  March 
23, 1990. 

There  are  no  refunds  for  tickets 
purchased.  Seating  is  unrcsciwcd 
and  Saturday  lunch 
included. 


Founded  in  1983,  Fiumanities  West  presents  programs  designed  to 
enlighten  and  entertain  general  audiences  through  performances,  lec- 
tures, and  discussions,  offering  a rare  combination  of  the  fine  arts,  social 
history,  music,  politics,  and  philosophy  of  agiven  era. 


Humanities  West  gratefully  acknowledges  the  support  of  the  National 
Endowment  for  the  Humanities  in  presenting  this  program. 
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